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March-April  

 

VII Meeting of GWP South America Steering Committee 

 

The Steering Committee met from March 28 to 31 in Montevideo, Uruguay, to review 

the activities planned for 2009 and to decide strategic and operational aspects: the 

WorkPlan for 2009, the change of the Host Institution and transfer of the Regional 

Secretary from Brazil to Uruguay. During the meeting, reviews of past activities were 

also exposed, as well as the advances towards the establishment of CWP in Colombia, 

Chile and Paraguay, the GWP South America strategy implementation for 2009-2013, 

the advances in the country water partnerships (Argentina, Brazil, Peru and Venezuela), 

and strategic alliances.  

The Steering Committee also gathered with the transitory commission of GWP Uruguay 

with the objective to organize the next actions to establish GWP Uruguay. 

 

(Picture: member of the Steering Committee met in Montevideo, Uruguay.) 

 

May 

Brazil and Portugal met at Brazilian Senate to discuss cooperation among 

Lusophone Countries and partial adoption of Water Management European Law  

 



Picture: Brazilôs Senator Renato Casa Grande and National Water Agency Director, Jos® Machado, discuss the 
adoption of plans to improve the quality and delivery of water in Brazil. (ANAôs image bank) 

Authorities and technicians from the Brazilian National Water Agency (ANA) -

including GWP South Americaôs President Gisela Forattini-, met from May 21
st
 to 22

nd
, 

the Director of National Water Institute (INAG) of Portugal, Orlando Borges, at the 

Brazilianôs Senate and ANAôs headquarters. They discussed the support from both 

countries to the lusophone (Portuguese-speaking) community, on the CPLP ï 

(Portuguese-Speaking Countries Community) framework. 

 

The representative of Portugal introduced the ñEU Water Frameworkò, in a public 

audience at the Brazilian Senate. Created in year 2000, this instrument enabled progress 

on the European Water Law, defined deadlines and objectives to reach ïas the public 

right to access quality water until 2015-, while planned an European common strategy 

for the use of water.  

 

Both countries also discussed points of agreement on technical cooperation, common 

interest issues, and possible supports to the Lusophone countries on the CPLP 

framework, while Portugalôs Water Management was introduced to the Brazilianôs 

Water Agency technical staff. 

GWP South America present at UNESCO event 

Nicole Bernex, ex President of GWP Peru and ex vice-president of GWP South 

America, has been recognized as a member of the Director Council of the National 

Academy of Sciences of Peru, and represented the scientistsô women at the UNESCO 

event ñWomen for Scienceò held at M®xico from April 20th to 22nd. 

 

July 

 

New Chair for GWP South America committed to work towards new CWPs. 

 

Santiago Ruiz Freites, Chairman of GWP 

Argentina, was elected as the new regional 

president during the VIII Steering Committee 

meeting held from July 2nd to 3rd in Montevideo, 

Uruguay. 



ñThe objectives are being clarifiedò, he said, as evidenced the importance of 

ñstrengthening the position of countries who wish to join the organization as CWP 

(Country Water Partnership)ò. The new President also highlighted the achievements of 

his predecessor, Gisela Forattini, noting ñthe challenge that means to emulate his workò, 

whose results can be seen in the dramatic changes in the structure of GWP South 

America -with an increase of over 25% of its membership-, the realization of important 

initiatives at governmental level (Lima Declaration) and the creation and strengthening 

of the Lusophone Water Partnership.  

 

With member contributions, GWP organizes Seminar on Gender and IWRM for 

lusophone community 

 

June 14 ï 20. With an important percentage of 

resources contributed by members, the ñTraining 

Workshop for Gender and Water Management for the 

Portuguese-speaking communitiesò took place in 

Recife, Brazil. More than 40 representatives of 

Portuguese-speaking countries (Portugal, Angola, 

Guinea Bissau, Mozambique, Sao Tome and Principe, 

Cape Verde and Brazil) attended the seminar, which 

was organized by the Gender Water Alliance (GWA) 

and Institute of Ipanema of Brazil, and focused on strengthening the inclusion of gender 

matters in water resources management. 

 

Other contributions towards GWP Lusophone Community 

 

- July 15
th
 to 17

th
: The Cape Verdeôs Water Resources Association (ACVRH) was 

launched in that country. It is based on the Water Resources Brazilian Association 

(ABRH), a GWP member. 

 

- July 27
th
 to July 31

st
: A course in Portuguese on IWRM as an instrument of adaptation 

to climate change was held in Maputo, Mozambique. The Cap-Net/PNUD together with 

GWP, WaterNet and Lusophone Water Association named this training: ñIntegrated 

Management of Water Resources as an Instrument of Adaptation to Climate Changeò.  

 

-  The Cap-Net Brazil Consultant Bruno Veiga was hired to develop a project for 

different activities such as mapping and identification of lusophone countries initiatives, 

fundraising not from GWP and/or Cap-Net, possibilities of not-money payments, 

workshops towards Cape Verde, and other initiatives. 

 

 

August 30 - New Book on planning for Integrated 

Watershed Management in Peru 

 

The ñMethodological Contributions to the Development of 

Plans for Integrated Watershed Managementò from recent 

edition (Lima, 2009), is a significant contribution to improve 

the understanding of an IWRM approach around river basin 

planning. 

 



It was edited by Dr. Nicole Bernex and sponsored by the Peruvian Catholic University 

(PUCP), GWP Peru and GWP South America. 

 

This publication is expected to be officially presented in late August, for which the chair 

of GWP Peru is working in coordination with the National Water Authority (ANA) and 

the Ministry of Environment of Peru (MINAM). 

 

Land Management Law in Argentina 

 

The Government of the Province of Mendoza, Argentina, approved Ordinance N°. 1535 

of July 17, which regulates Law N° 8051 of Land Management and Land Use. 

After a special request from GWP Argentina, its text incorporated the concept of basins 

as one of the strategic priorities for land planning. The above law is the first and unique 

of its kind in Argentina, and establishes the content and procedures for the preparation 

of the Strategic Development Plan and the provincial and municipal land use. 

GWP Argentinaôs participation, particularly of river Mendoza riverbed Inspections 

Council, in the process of elaboration and discussion of the legal text, interacting with 

the Provinceôs legislative authorities, was decisive in incorporating the vision of IWRM 

into the mentioned plans. 

 

 

August 
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Member of GWP as a reference in water issues 

26 August - African Chancellor seeks cooperation in water 

resource issue with the National Water Agency of Brazil, a member 

of GWP. 

  

In search of a future cooperation in the water resources area, the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of 

Burundi, Augustin Nsanze, visited the Chairman of the National 

Water Agency (ANA) of Brazil, Jose Machado, marking the first time an African 

country's foreign minister visits this country. Nsanze already represented his country at 

the African Union and the United Nations (UN). 

 

Burundi. Located in Central Africa, the region of the African Great Lakes, Burundi has 

no seaside. The Nile River is born in its territory, from melting mountain ice Heha. The 

economy is based on agriculture, mainly in coffee exports. The burundinens have one of 

the lowest incomes per capita of the planet. 

Recent activities of GWP Peru 

• Support for National Water Authority 
 

As a member of the Board and former president GWP Peru, and 

as Academic Director of CIGA-PUCP, Dr. Nicole Bernex 

endorsed the National Water Authority (ANA) of Peru in the 



formation of all Local Water Authorities, in Chiclayo 5, 6 and 7 August; in Lima on 13 

and Arequipa on November 20th. 

 

• The issue of water in the XIII Latin American Film Festival  
 

On Friday 14 August, under the XIII Latin American Film Festival, Dr. Nicole Bernex, 

a member of the Board of Peruvian Water Forum, participated in "Water and Film", 

organized by Clima de Cambio productions. They were also invited Cristian Calónico, 

Mexican director and jury member of the Cinema in the World Water Forum in Istanbul 

and Ricardo Bedoya, renowned film critic Peru. The 120 participants showed great 

interest in integrated water resource management - IWRM. 

 

• Two meetings and courses around IWRM 
 

Also in the framework of a Specialized Association for Sustainable Development 

agreement - AEDES-PUCP, Nicole Bernex facilitated the meeting of 25 Mayors in 

Ocoña Basin around IWRM and the First Meeting of Artisanal Miners Ocoña Basin to 

the sustainability of the Basin. 

 

She also participated in two workshops organized by CapNet (Cusco and Cajamarca) 

for training in Water, Sanitation and Integrated Water Resources Management - IWRM 

and development agency of the Book "Methodological Contributions to the 

development of plans for Integrated Watershed Management". 

September 

 

GWP Argentina advises the Government after new law on land management 

GWP Argentina, in recognition for its valuable contribution to the enactment of Law 

No. 8051 about Land Management and Land Use in the Province of Mendoza -the first 

of its kind in the country- was invited to join the State Council, a new body created by 

this law, which is responsible for the development of the methodological aspects for the 

Strategic Development Plan and brings together representatives of government, 

academic, scientific, business, users and civil society organizations.  

As Chairman of GWP Argentina, Santiago Ruiz Freites attended the State Council's 

First Plenary Working Meeting, which took place on Sept. 7th at the Province of 

Mendozaôs Government. 

Water Meeting in Argentina proposed by Senate’s Environment Committee 

GWP Argentina actively collaborated 

in the organization and development of 

the "Water Meeting in the Bicentennial 

of Argentina", held on 17 and 24 

September in Mendozaôs Provincial 

Legislature. The event, proposed and 

organized by the Senateôs Environment 

Committee, had a broad impact and 



participation of authorities and legislators, congressmen and senators. 

In the opening ceremony, the President of the Senate and Vice Governor Arch. Cristian 

Racconto, and the Chairman of the Environment Committee, Senator Manuel Moreno 

thanked GWP Argentina (FADA) in the person of Mr. Santiago Ruiz Freites for their 

collaboration in the topics presented and for having invited speakers from the various 

panels that took place. 

Ruiz Freites, as Chairman of GWP Argentina, joined the "Institutional and Planning 

Panel" together with the maximum authority of Cuyoôs National University, Mr. Arturo 

Somoza, the President of the Water and Sanitation Regulatory Body, Dr. Javier 

Montoro and Senator Nellie Gray. Ruiz Freites talked about "Policy, Planning and 

Water Management". 

At the end of the days, GWP Argentina suggested the Provincial Legislature authorities, 

a formal convening of all organizations and sectors related to water, to start a 

participatory process of discussion and consensus towards the development of the 

Provincial Water Plan. The Chairman of the Environment Committee, Senator Moreno 

expressed his conformity about the proposal and publicly announced the 

implementation of this call for 2010, the bicentenary of Argentina. 

 

2
nd

 Edition of Book on Integrated Basin Management is a 

reference document for National Water Authorities in 

Peru 

 

The ñMethodological Contributions to the Development of 

Plans for Integrated Basin Managementò (Lima, 2009), edited 

by Dr. Nicole Bernex and sponsored by the Peruvian Catholic 

University (PUCP), GWP Peru and GWP South America, 

launched a second edition and has been endorsed by the 

National Water Agency (ANA) of Peru as a basic reference 

book for technical staff.  

 

The publication -a result of the joint work of GWP Peru, the 

National Water Authority (ANA) and the Ministry of Environment of Peru (MINAM)- 

has been officially launched on September 11th and represents a significant contribution 

to improve the understanding of an IWRM approach around river basin planning. 
 

First Course on Climate Change, Glacier Retreat and IWRM in Cusco 

 

From 17 to 19 September the First Course on 

Climate Change, Glacier Retreat and 

integrated water resources management 

(IWRM) was held in Cusco and organized by 

the Applied Geography Research Center of 

Peruvian Catholic University, the Guaman 

Poma Ayala Center and GWP Peru. The event 

brought together 40 secondary school teachers 

in the main secondary schools of the province.  



 

In the context of global environmental crisis, climate change, glaciers retreat and lack of 

integrated water resources management, the course promoted a change of perspective in 

the environmental knowledge and culture, and generated skills for change in the 

"climate change, glacier retreat and water managementò, providing participants with 

new cognitive elements, methodologies and information technology.  

 

October 
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South American Water Financing 

Workshop 

A successful workshop took place at Bogota 

(Colombia) from 28th to 30th October with 

support of GWPO and the EUWI Finance 

Working Group. It gathered representatives of 

the water sector, finance and water & 

sanitation sub-sector to learn and discuss 

different strategies and mechanisms to address 

the water financing problem.  

 

Government authorities, like the vice minister of 

Water and Sanitation, Dr. Leila Rojas who 

opened the sessions, attended the workshop. 

Participants were very pleased and inspired by the 

quality of the presentations and some of them 

made initial coordinations to develop in their 

countries financial mechanisms learned during the 

workshop (i.e. Pollution levy in Costa Rica).  A 

more comprehensive report of the workshop will 

be presented shortly. 

 

IX Steering Committee Meeting at Bogota, Colombia 

The IX meeting of GWP South Americaôs Steering Committee was held in Bogot§, on 

October 26 and 27. The discussions of the meeting 

focused on defining actions for the 2010 work plan, 

reviewing the balance and budget and discussing 

other operational aspects (new coordination, host 

institution and communications). As usual, every 

representative of Regional Country Water 

Partnerships exposed their activities and plans, as 

the GWP participation on LatinoSan, that will 

involve government levels in the GIRH issues. 

Other upcoming events were also discussed, like the Transboundary Basins Seminar in 

Brazil, the Journalists Workshop, to be held in Chile, and RELOB, with emphasis in 

basins organizations. 

 

 

GWP Partners and Colombian Organizations met in Bogota 



Immediately after the IX SC Meeting, members of 

GWP in Colombia and other institutions involved 

in water management issues, met at Externado 

University, in Bogota with the final objective to 

set the foundation for the establishment of a 

Country Water Partnership. About 30 people 

attended the meeting, when Southamerican SC 

members provided information from progress of 

CWP in Argentina, Brasil, Peru and Venezuela. 

 

 

Water and Education in Argentina 

On 26th October, a Panel on "Water and Education", organized by GWP Argentina, 

Nestle Waters and WET Project, was held in Argentina.  

With the participation of environment and education government authorities, 

universities and civil society organizations, many educational programs related to 

IWRM were presented, as University Masters, Undergraduate Courses and Programs 

for Environmental Education Training Network (ArgCapNet, etc.). 

The Chair of GWP Argentina, Santiago Ruiz Freites, stressed the need to work closely 

in the development on IWRM knowledge, as it has been defined in the 2009-2013 

Global Strategy, where one of the strategic objectives is the development of capacity to 

share knowledge and promote a dynamic communications culture, to support better 

water management. 

As a result of the Panel, at GWPôs request, an agreement between the Government of 

the Province of Mendoza, Argentina, and the WET Project was formalized, towards the 

implementation and dissemination of teacher training courses, with the allocation of the 

respective qualifications for participants. 

Congress on Sanitation and Environmental Engineering in Brazil 

The Chair of GWP Brazil, Anna Virginia Machado, attended the 25th Brazilian 

Congress on Sanitary and Environmental Engineering, held in Recife in northeastern 

Brazil, during which it was possible to promote contact between GWP and Brazilian 

entities linked especially to area of water and sanitation. On this occasion there were 

also set the speakers for the Brazilian participation in the event GWP South America on 

the theme "Financing" held in Colombia. 

Roundtable about Water Management in Brazil 

The Roundtable "Water Management in Brazil" was 

organized during the VI óFluminenseô Seminar on 

Engineering, and coordinated by Anna Virginia 

Machado, Chair of GWP Brazil with the 

participation of ANA - National Water Agency and 

the Guanabaraôs Bay Region Basin Committee. The 



meeting was the result of the articulation of the Brazilian Water Partnership (GWP 

Brazil), Urbenviron, and the Engineering School, UFF. 

Picture: Anna Virginia Machado (GWP Brazil and Urbenviron), Alexandre Teixeira (ANA) Juan Pardal 

(UFF) and Carlos Viveiros da Silva (Committee of the Guanabara Bay). 

 

SINGREH’s Communicators Network 

launched at the III Seminar on Water, 

Communication and Society (Brazil)  

25 September 2009 ï The Communicators 

Network of SINGREH (National System for 

Water Resources Management) was launched at 

the Third Edition Seminar on "Water, 

Communication and Societyò in Belo Horizonte, 

Brazil, which was organized by the National 

Water Agency (ANA, a GWP member) and the Secretariat of Water Resources and 

Urban Environment (SRHU), and counted with the support of GWP Brazil, the Minas 

Gerais Institute of Water Management (IGAM) and the Minas Gerais Industry 

Federation (FIEMG). This edition brought together more than 150 people among 

communication professionals, regional journalists, communications basin committees 

and communication students around Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM), 

and encouraged the discussion of more efficient ways to manage communications in the 

National System for Water Resources Management (SINGREH) since the National 

Water Resources Plan approved the creation of a Communicators Network. 

V Symposium on Environmental Law and Sustainable Development 

The Metropolitan University of Caracas, a member of GWP, hosted over 70 participants 

from the "V Workshop on Environmental Law and Sustainable Development / Roles 

and Commitments to Climate Change", between 4 and 5 November. 

The meetings were organized with support from VITALIS, CENDES-UCV and IIDEC 

(also member of GWP), and sponsored by GWP, Mountain Suites Hotel and French and 

British Embassies. 

The event highlighted the importance of IWRM as an adaptation strategy to climate 

change, progress and obstacles in the management of water resources in Venezuela, and 

how to take weaknesses and failures as opportunities for improvements to global 

warming. 

IWRM Projects in Venezuela  

 

August 11 - Two projects related to IWRM strengthen the goals established in the GWP 

Venezuelaôs Regional Plan 2009. 

 

The first project, "Strengthening Environmental Youth Brigade VITALIS", which won first 

prize of the World Bankôs Civil Society Fund 2009, counted on the sponsorship of Banco de 

Venezuela / Grupo Santander and GWP Venezuela, and aims to strengthening the 



Environmental Youth Brigade VITALIS as an instance of coordination and communication in 

specialized environmental issues, such as integrated water resources management (IWRM) 

strategy for climate change adaptation. 

 

With the objective of strengthening the Environmental Youth Brigade VITALIS education and 

training in environmental issues such as Climate Change and IWRM, and encouraging their 

active participation in society through concrete instances of action, the project seek to broaden 

the social base of sustainable development of water resources in Venezuela, through the 

commitment of young people as active citizens capable to search for alternatives and solutions 

in their communities. 

 

The second project, ñIWRM as an adaptation strategy to climate changeò, which counted on the 

the partnership of GWP and the support from the British Embassy, seeks to promote the concept 

of IWRM in key players, for incorporation into the Venezuelan citizen consciousness, providing 

expertise, encouraging reflection and generating spaces for dialogue, to enable rational use of 

water resources as a strategy to adapt to climate change in Venezuela. 

 

More information on the page and blog AveAgua. 

Español http://www.gwpsudamerica.org/noticias_interna.asp?seq=160  

Link: http://www.gwpsudamerica.org/noticias_interna.asp?seq=167  

 

A new blog for GWP Venezuela 

GWP Venezuela (AveAgua) has its blog, in addition to 

the website. The url is: http://aveagua1.webnode.com/ . 

GWP Venezuela was established on 30 July 2005, as a 

specialized group to function as a community of 

experiences and knowledge-sharing, designed to 

generate contributions in formulating and implementing 

a national strategy for Integrated Management of Water 

Resources. 

November 

 

November 

 

Spanish version of IWRM in River Basins was presented at 

INBO event 

The Spanish version of "A Handbook for Integrated Water 

Resources Management in Basins", prepared through the joint 

cooperation of Global Water Partnership (GWP) and the 

International Network of Basin Organizations (INBO), was 

officially presented at the 1st Meeting of Basin Organizations in 

Latin America and Caribbean,  which took place from November 18 

to 21 at Foz do Iguaçu, Parana ï Brazil. 

http://www.gwpsudamerica.org/noticias_interna.asp?seq=160
http://www.gwpsudamerica.org/noticias_interna.asp?seq=167
http://www.aveagua.org/
http://aveagua1.webnode.com/


The Handbook is a comprehensive guide designed to improve governance of freshwater 

resources through the effective implementation of the IWRM approach, and targets 

managers, government officials who need to make 

decisions related to water management, and non-

governmental actors involved in activities developed in 

a basin. With this book as a key document of 

consultation, the Meeting strengthened the integrated 

water management resources in Latin America and 

Caribbean, through the knowledge and experience 

exchange among national and international river basin 

organizations. 

INBO is an international network established in 1994. 

It supports the implementation of IWRM in river and 

lake basins and aquifers, linking basin organizations 

and other government agencies involved in basin management. 

Argentina: Roundtable on Climate Change and IWRM 

 

GWP Argentina and ArgCapNet training network, 

organized this roundtable under the CONAGUA, 

National Water Congress framework, which is 

held in Argentina every two years in the province 

of Chubut, southern Argentina. The dissertations 

were made by the Chair of GWP Argentina, 

Santiago Ruiz Freites, the ArgCapNet Executive 

Secretary, the head of the Faculty of Hydrological 

Sciences, óUniversidad del Litoralô Mr. Mario 

Schreider, and glaciology and nivology specialist Mr Leiva from National University of 

Cuyo. The panel generated a broad and deep impact and wide debate among participants 

after the presentations. 

Building Capacity on IWRM at International Course in Venezuela 

23 - 27 November. The ñIII International Course on 

Capacity Building on IWRMò, organized by GWP 

Venezuela, with the support of GWP, LaWetNet, 

UNIMET (Metropolitan University) and Empresas 

Polar, gathered representatives from Latin America 

about learning tools related to water management, at 

the Metropolitan University of Caracas, Venezuela. 

 

The workshop, attended by representatives of 

Venezuela, Brazil, Colombia, Chile and Mexico, 

provided tools for effective planning of IWRM and helped contribute to capacity 

building through: 

 

- An introduction to IWRM, and a discussion about the steps towards its 

implementation. 

- Different modalities and operational aspects of water management. 

 
Santiago Ruiz (GWP South America), 

Anton Earle (SIWI Capacity Building), 

Anna Machado (CWP Brazil), at INBO 

meeting 



- Learning and management framework for integrated management of water resources. 

- Exploring the process of developing plans for integrated water management. 

- Current-cases and processes, at local, regional and global level- through where 

theoretical concepts were implemented into practice. 

 

For the integrated water management resources presentation, there was a successful 

experience of managing the Balsas River basin in the State of Morelos (Mexico), and a 

IWRM planning follow-up was made in each stage of the process. It was also addressed 

the importance of the organizations that allow the effectiveness of the process, as well 

as the basin organizations (public organizations) and basin councils (civil society). 

 

As a result of the workshop, the managerial instruments and tools that allow further 

actions in land management were identified, as well as the description of a political-

legal framework, management indicators and the incorporation of the planning process 

including all stakeholders involved in water management: community, public and 

private companies, academia and policy makers. 

 

IV GWP Venezuela Annual Assembly chooses new Chair 
 

The IV Annual Meeting of GWP Venezuela, held 

on 26th November in Caracas, resulted on the 

election of Viviana Salas as the new Chair, 

whereas there was presented the progress achieved 

by the Association and its members during 2009, 

and a preliminary work plan with 19 major actions 

to be undertaken during the biennium 2010-2011 

was built.  

 

The meeting followed the current policy of 

maintaining at least 25% of old members, and 

renewed almost entirely local Steering Committee (5 new members of 7), while the new 

Coordinating Committee was elected, which is currently composed by:  

 

Å Bioparques Civil Partnership 

Å Miranda State Government  

Å Metropolitan University (UNIMET) 

Å Aquavida  

Å Ecoefficient Products of Venezuela  

Å Groundwater Resources Association of Venezuela  

Å VITALIS  

 

As a result of the meeting, Viviana Salas, Bioparquesô Executive Director, was elected 

as Chair of GWP Venezuela, while Zoyla Martínez was confirmed as Executive 

Secretary of VITALIS, an organization that will continue to support in its 

administration. 

 

 

 
Picture: people attending the Assembly, 

accompanied by some participants of the III 

International Course on IWRM 


